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Early Days 
 
On Saturday June 4th, 2011 the keys to the Community Centre were formally handed 
over to Loundsley Green Community Trust at the annual Fun Day. From that point, 
the building has been the responsibility of the Trust and will remain so until our 
peppercorn lease expires in 2046. 
 
The handover marked the end of a 9 month process which started when we learned 
that, as a result of the formation of Loundsley Green Church in what was previously 
the Methodist Church on Pennine Way, the church had no further use for the building 
on Cuttholme Road. Hire fees were not covering running costs and, unless a new 
custodian for the building could be found, it would be closed with a very uncertain 
fate.  
 
A group of people who wanted to see 
the building remain open met the 
following week to see what could be 
done to secure its future. The Trust was 
formed shortly after that with the initial 
aim of simply saving the building for 
use by the local community and the 
groups like the scouts and brownies for 
whom it was their home. Trust 
members put together a plan of how 
they believed the Trust could run the 
centre on a sustainable basis for the 
benefit of the local community. 
 
The Trust owes a lot to the Church who listened to our plans and were generous in 
granting us a lease providing free use of the building for 35years. Our journey had 
begun. 
 
In the following months the hall was promoted widely and we soon had enough users 
to cover the running costs of the building. We applied for grants to help with things 
like legal cost. The volunteer trustees were joined at regular open meetings by other 
volunteers to enable the local community to have a say in how the use of the centre 
was developed.  
 
And from that base Loundsley Green Community Trust and the Community Centre 
have developed. This report outlines some of its achievements over the last three 
years, and its plans for the future. 
 
If you live locally we hope that you might consider becoming involved : taking part in 
our activities; volunteering to help us to run them; or perhaps joining the board of 
trustees. We’d love to hear from you. 
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Loundsley Green Community Trust – Our Aims 
 
When the Trust was first formed it was with the aim of saving the Community Centre, 
and securing its future use for the local community. It became clear, though, that an 
organisation like ours, trusted with the care of an important community building, 
should be looking beyond such short term aims and considering a broader set of 
objectives for its work in the community. 
 
The charitable aims that were eventually agreed for Loundsley Green Community 
Trust, and which are contained in our constitution are: 

To further or benefit the residents of Loundsley Green and the surrounding 
neighbourhoods within Chesterfield, by working with others in a common 
effort to: 

• provide an anchor point for the community that promotes and 
enables community cohesion and enables community organisations 
to flourish and communicate effectively 

• provide facilities and activities in the interests of social welfare for 
recreation and leisure-time occupation, with the object of improving 
the conditions of life for residents of the neighbourhood 

• develop young people’s skills, capacities and capabilities to enable 
them to participate in society as mature and responsible individuals  

• support older people in the community 

• advance education by hosting meetings, lectures and classes 

• develop the capacity and skills of the local community including 
socially/economically disadvantaged and vulnerable people in such a 
way that they are better able to identify, and help meet, their needs 
and to participate more fully in society 

• promote and support community participation in healthy recreation 

 
These aims have underpinned the work of the Trust over its first three year, and are 
shaping its future plans. 
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Our supported programmes 
 
The Trust has supported the setting up of a number of groups and activities which 
are central to supporting its aims. These groups receive free use of the centre, some 
of them have been provided with part-time paid staff by the Trust to co-ordinate their 
work, and others have had direct contributions from the Trust in the form of 
equipment, materials or start-up funding. 
 
The following sections provide a brief description of the work of each of these 
programmes: 
 
Young at Heart 
 
The Young at Heart group meets weekly on Monday afternoons at 1-30pm, with 
events targeted at the more mature. The Trust pays a part-time coordinator to 
arrange the programme for the group and to co-ordinate activities. During the last 
year there have been quizzes, games, musical activities, a bus trip, speakers from a 
wide variety of different organisations and many other activities which members have 
suggested. There is a charge of £1 per week which includes teas coffees and 
biscuits and members come along as regularly as they want. The group regularly 
has up to 25 attendees. 
 

 
Young at Heart Group on coach trip to Castleton 

 
Youth Club 
 
The Friday Night Youth Club runs from 6pm to 8pm for young people aged 13-19. 
There is a charge of £1 per session. Sessions are held indoors and outdoors and 
include activities suggested by club members. These have include quiz nights, team 
games, cooking, “chips and chat”, pamper activities, board games and information 
sessions covering topics like alcohol awareness and sexual health. The Youth Club 
is run in partnership with Derbyshire County Council Youth Services, who provide 
the staff to run weekly activities and also provide an advisory service. Up to 40 
young people come along to the weekly meetings. 
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IT Courses 
 
We were aware that a lack of basic IT skills was standing in the way of some people 
in our community. An inability to use the internet meant that many could not make 
use of important information services, or was preventing them from buying at lower 
prices on line. Not being able to use email or social networking sites increased 
isolation for others. Our free IT courses, run by a team of 13 volunteers, started in 
2013 since when 62 people have been through the 8 session beginners course, and 
41 have attended the intermediate programme of the same length. A total of over 
1,000 learning hours. 
The courses run in our meeting room on Wednesday and Thursday evenings.  
 

 
 
Enterprise Coaching 
 
Our enterprise coaching service provides free voluntary support and advice for 
people who want to return to work by setting up their own business and working for 
themselves. The advice includes help with business planning, finances, selling, 
taxes, benefit entitlements and legal aspects of running a business. Depending on 
people’s circumstances they can also benefit from loans and allowances from the 
government’s New Enterprise Allowance programme. We also help existing small 
businesses to develop and grow. Since the programme started in 2011 we wave 
helped over 60 people to get back into work by starting new businesses.  The 
programme is part funded by the European Social Fund. 
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Food Bank 
 
Food Banks provide vital supplies to people who are unable to afford the cost of 
feeding themselves and their families. In the UK the Trussell Trust provides the 
framework through which community food banks are run. At Loundsley Green we 
provide free use of our Centre for Chesterfield Food Bank to run their weekly 
distributions in our area. Recipients of food are referred to the foodbank by various 
agencies. Food boxes are distributed from Loundsley Green by a team of volunteers. 
 
 
Let’s Cook Together 

 
In 2013 we received funding from the People’s Health Trust to run an 
Intergenerational Cooking programme. Its aim is to promote healthy eating and to 
transfer cooking skills between people of different ages. The funding paid for our 
kitchen to be completely refitted and brought up to the standard required for the 
programme, and has paid for a part-time coordinator for the project, for tutors, and 
for the materials required for the project. So far the project has delivered level 2 food 
hygiene training, basic and intermediate skills courses, cookery demonstrations, 
practical cooking sessions for local schoolchildren, as well as activities for our 
resident groups such as the youth club, young at heart and brownies. 
 
Sunday Lunch Club 
 
The Lunch Club provides a fortnightly lunch event for local people, targeted at those 
who might otherwise be alone on a Sunday. It is run by volunteers and serves a 
three course meal for about £2.50. It is a great social event enabling people to come 
along for a chat and to meet other local people. Up to 25 people have been coming 
along to enjoy these events. 
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Community Organisers 
 
Community Organisers is a national, Government funded project which aims to 
recruit 5,000 organisers in communities across the country. Their aim is to listen to 
people’s views, to identify the things which people like and dislike about where they 
live, and to help people to organise themselves to take action on the issues which 
concern them, making improvements to their own communities. 
 
We have recruited four Trainee Community Organisers who 
will be working in: 
 

• Holme Hall and Loundsley Green 

• Dunston and Newbold 

• Boythorpe and St Augustines 

• Birdholme and Grangewood 

 
In their first year they will be listening to as many people as possible in these 
communities and helping them to set up projects which will improve things for those 
who live there. We will be looking for funding to extend the work of the organisers 
into future years. The project will, we believe, provide a great opportunity for people 
who have not previously been active in their communities to become involved in 
activities which will benefit themselves and their neighbours.  
 
 
 

Our Events 
 
The Trust organises events aimed at providing recreational activities for the local 
community, and also to bring more people to the centre, raising awareness of what is 
available there. We are grateful for the help of our volunteers in running these 
events, and are always keen to welcome more helpers! Here are details of some of 
those events. 
 
 
Barn Dances 
 
We usually run two Ceilidhs each year. 
These have been really popular and 
tickets regularly sell out long before the 
event. Music is provided by the excellent 
Brampton Community Band. People get a 
chance to come along, let their hair down, 
learn a few new dances and enjoy a chip 
butty in the interlude. 
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Annual Fun Day 
 
Each summer we have run a Saturday event at which 
there is musical entertainment, food and refreshments, 
games and activities for people to enjoy. Outdoors we 
have had fire engines, ambulances, police vehicles, a 
climbing wall, bouncy castles, slides and roundabouts. 
Indoors we have had performances by Aurora Choir, 
Strings and Keys, JJ Galway and other local 
musicians. We are now able to serve lunches from our 
new kitchen. Along with face painting, fair games and 
a street magician there has always been plenty to 
keep people entertained. 

 
 
   
     
 
 

 
Christmas Fair 

 
Our Christmas fair provides a chance for 
people to come and browse stalls selling 
seasonal gifts, to enjoy hot soup, mince pies 
and a Christmas punch. There is Carol singing 
and other entertainment. 
 
It is also the event at which we draw the prize 
winners for our annual raffle. 
 
 

 
Table Top sales 
 
 
 
Our Table Top Sales are a great 
chance for people to recycle unwanted 
items.  
 
We run these twice a year and always 
attract a large crowd of buyers and 
sellers. 
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Loundsley Green Sports Day 
 

We have run our own “Olympics” for two 
years on the sports field adjacent to the 
centre. This has included activities for all 
ages: running races. sack race, egg and 
spoon, 3 legged races and plenty of medals 
for winners. There is a penalty shoot-out 
challenge, basketball, welly wanging and 
tug-o-war. We have been really grateful for 
the help of students from Brookfield School 
at both events. We look forward to running 
the event in future years and welcome any 
volunteers that would like to help with it. 

 

 
Burns Night Supper and Quiz 
 

 
In January 2014 we held our first Burns Night supper and quiz, a suggestion from a 
volunteer at one of our open meetings. It was a great evening. Fern, Sandra and the 
team in the kitchen served up haggis, “tatties and neeps”, with cranachan for desert. 
The haggis was toasted with a (short) reading of Robbie Burns, and the diners 
enjoyed a quiz after they had eaten. All agreed that we should run this event again. 
 
We are always keen to hear from volunteers who would like to run new events. 
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Classes, Clubs and Groups 
 
One of the main reasons that Loundsley Green Community Trust formed was to 
enable the Community Centre top stay open, and to be available for use by local 
groups and individuals. It is a valuable resource for the whole community. 
 
The centre is available for private hire by anyone who wants to run their own 
classes, who is looking for a venue for their club, or who wants to hold meetings. We 
hire out the main hall, a meeting room, and the stage area at the back of the hall. 
 
Users of the hall include the following: 
 

• Alpha Leader - Dog obedience classes 

• Aurora ladies choir 

• Brownies 

• Craft group 

• Badminton on Tuesday afternoons and Friday evenings 

• Chesterfield Auctions – Monthly auctions open to all 

• Dancework – Dance classes for ages 3-15 

• Decoupage and card making 

• Jog Derbyshire 

• Netball 

• Qi Gong – Relaxation exercise 

• Scouts, Cubs, and Beavers – 38th Chesterfield 

• University of the 3rd age (U3A) – Various classes including IT and writing 

• Walking for Health 

• Yoga classes 

• Zumba gold  

 
The Centre is also available for hire 
for private parties and other events 
that local people may want to run. 
 
Contact details for these groups, and 
for how to book the hall are in the list 
at the end of this report. 
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Our awards 
 
It is always nice when recognition is received from others for what has been 
achieved. We are very proud that, over the last couple of years, we have picked up a 
few awards: 
 
Volunteer Centre Award 
 
For the Most Innovative Project, 
received for our Loundsley Green 
Sports Day at the Chesterfield 
Volunteer Centre annual awards 
ceremony. Pictured is LGCT Chair, 
Simon Redding holding the certificate, 
with students from Brookfield 
Community School who provided 
fantastic help in running the event. 
 
 
 
 
Big Society Award 
 

Received from the office of the Prime Minister for our 
work in helping to develop and support the local 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Business in the Community 
Community Impact Award 
 
Mentor of the Year Award, received in recognition of our 
work in helping to get people back to work through self-
employment on the Enterprise Coaching project  
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Refurbishment of the Centre 
 
Since we took over the centre in 2011 we have overseen a continuous programme of 
refurbishment work at the Centre. This has included: 

• Replacement of old single glazed windows with double glazed units and cedar 

panelling 

• Removal of old false ceiling and replacement with new ceiling and lighting. 

• Replacement of all WCs 

• Completely refitted kitchen 

• Replacement of fire escapes 

• Refurbishment of main hall floor 

• Installation of storage cupboards in main hall 

• Improved layout of doors to meeting room and kitchen 

• New external signs 

• Internal and external noticeboards 

• Ongoing painting and decorating 

 
This has been achieved with the help of our many, generous funders and also with 
the tireless help of our volunteers who have turned out on many weekends to paint 
walls, make repairs and generally improve the centre. 
 
In total we have invested nearly £100,000 in improvements to the building. The 
money for this was provided by: 

• Derbyshire County Council 

• Chesterfield Borough Council 

• Trusthouse Charitable Foundation 

• Derbyshire Community Foundation 

• Big Lottery – Awards for all 

• People’s Health Lottery 

• Our own funds raised through rentals and fund raising activities  
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Here are a few “before and after” photos showing some of the improvements that we 
have been able to make. 

 
 
Windows before     Windows after 

 

 
 
Ceiling before     Ceiling after 

 
 
Kitchen before     Kitchen after 
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Governance of the Trust 
 
Loundsley Green Community Trust is registered with Companies House as a 
“Company Limited by Guarantee”. A Board of Trustees is responsible for the overall 
direction of the Trust and is accountable for the management of its finances and 
legal compliance. Trustees are volunteers who are elected at the Trust’s Annual 
General Meeting. 
 
Current Trustees (2013-14) are: 

• Rachel Baker 

• Louise Collins 

• Paul Davies (Secretary and Treasurer) 

• Christina Krygier 

• Janet Ratcliffe 

• Simon Redding (Chair) 

• Sue Webb 

 
Any member may apply to become a Trustee and may then be elected to the Board 
at the Annual General meeting. Members are defined as “All residents of Holme Hall 
and Loundsley Green, plus all others who apply for and are accepted for 
membership by the board”. 
 
A monthly open meeting is held on the first Tuesday of every month. At this meeting 
future activities of the trust are discussed and planned. The meeting is open to 
anyone and new volunteers are always sought. 
 

Loundsley Green Community Trust – Finances 
 
The Trust’s financial year runs from April 1st to March 31st each year. Internal 
management accounts are produced monthly and circulated to the Board. Financial 
performance is reviewed and managed quarterly at meetings of the Board of 
Trustees. 
 
Our annual accounts are produced by Chris Edwards Accountants, Barlborough. 
 
Our accounts for the last three years are shown below: 
 
 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 
Turnover (income) £25,997 £39,983 £94,748 
Expenditure £17,395 £31,710 £102,291 
Surplus / (Loss) £8,602 £8,273 (£7,543) 
Reserves £9,302 £17,575 £10,032 
 
The Board’s policy is that we should target £10,000 to be held in reserve to provide 
for any emergencies.  
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The Future 
 
So, what does the future hold for Loundsley Green Community Trust and Loundsley 
Green Community Centre? 
 
Our main objective has been to provide services and facilities for the people in our 
local communities. Through that we have aimed to provide recreational activities, 
educational opportunities, opportunities to improve health and wellbeing, and 
assistance in gaining employment and improving people’s financial circumstances. 
 
Recently we have begun to extend the scope of our work by hosting the Community 
Organisers programme which will be making contact with many people who have, 
perhaps, not already been involved with the Trust, the Centre, or any of its activities. 
That programme will also extend our work into other parts of Chesterfield beyond the 
area that we initially covered. 
 
We have also been looking at how we can improve the local environment. We have 
done our bit by putting planters around our Centre, and recently organised a litter 
pick for the area. There is much more that we would like to do to improve the 
appearance of our local environment. 
 
So much of what we are doing at present has resulted from suggestions from 
volunteers and members of the local community. We would love to hear from you 
about any ideas that you have for future projects, especially if it is something that 
you would be able to volunteer for and to help to organise and run. 
 
To tell us about your ideas, just: 

• Pop along to our monthly meetings – first Tuesday of every month at 7-30pm 

at the centre 

• Email us at chair@lgct.org,uk 

• Leave a phone message on 07910 858267 

• Message us via our Facebook page www.facebook.com/loundsleygreen  

• Contact us via Twitter www.twitter.com/loundsleygreen  

• Drop a note into our mailbox at the centre 

• Mail us at Loundsley Green Community Centre, Cuttholme Road, 

Chesterfield, S40 4QU 
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Contact list 
 
LGCT projects and activities: 
 
Community Organisers: Simon Redding, chair@lgct.org.uk, 07884235311 
 
Enterprise Coaching: Paul Davies, enterprise@lgct.org.uk, 07753 605272 
 
Food Bank: Yvonne Birchmore, 01246 201416, yvonne.birchmore@btinternet.com
 
Hall Bookings: Paul Davies, bookings@lgct.org.uk, 07753 605272 
 
IT Classes: Chris Baker, 01246 767284, itclasses@lgct.org.uk.  
 
Let’s Cook Together: Sandra Fraser, 07745 829599, cooking@lgct.org.uk 
 
Parents and Toddlers Group: Lisa Smith, 077254 253017 
 
Sunday Lunch Club: Barbara, 01246 563126 
 
Table Top Sales: Rachel Baker, 07765 400377 
 
Young at Heart: Michael Mason, 07531 164980, Michael.mason79@live.co.uk  
 
Youth Club: Rachel Grocutt, Rachel.Grocutt@derbyshire.gov.uk,  
01246 533888, 07827 313803  
 
Hall users: 
 
Alpha Leader - Dog obedience classes – Shirley 07738 314422 
Aurora ladies choir – Sue 07734 901937 
Beavers – Gill 01246 237696 
Brownies – Deborah 07545 232897 
Cubs – Kirsty 07849 455776 
Craft group – Elspeth 01246 238832 
Badminton (Tuesday) – Joan 01246 236831 
Badminton (Friday) – Kate 01246 550223 
Chesterfield Auctions – Kevan 07792 666469 
Dancework dance classes – 07581 140822 
Decoupage and card making – Kathryn 07825 396378 
Jog Derbyshire – Rachel 01246 229547 
Netball – Leo 01246 345569 
Qi Gong – Relaxation exercise – Orla 07880 704209 
Scouts – Andy 01246 229346 
Walking for Health – 01246 567184 
Yoga classes – Rachel 07792 978880 
Zumba gold – Grainne 07788 489894 
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Huge thanks to the funders of our many projects 
 

Project  Funded by 
Start-up costs – Insurance, legal fees etc Derbyshire Community 

Foundation 
Furniture for office and meeting room DCC Community grants 
Refurbishment work on take-over of Centre Lottery – Awards for All 
Funding for Fun Day CBC Community Forum 
Contributions to Young at Heart Project DCC and CBC 
Art project – Mural at Centre DCC Youth Action grant 
Enterprise Coaching Project – 4 phases European Social Fund,  

Skills Funding Agency 
Support for Loundsley Green “Olympics” Community Sports Trust 
Major refurbishment of the Centre (Windows, Ceiling, 
WCs) 

Community Building Grant 
– Derbyshire CC 

Contribution to hall refurbishment CBC Community Forum, 
Trusthouse Charitable 
Foundation 

Refurbishment of main hall floor and building work to 
reconfigure the Centre 

DCC Leaders Fund 

Installation of new kitchen and running of “Let’s Cook 
Together” project 

People’s Health Lottery 

Replacement of heating systems Lottery – Awards for All 
Baby changing table Mansfield Building Society 
Wall insulation for Centre Centre for Sustainable 

Energy
Purchase of planters DCC Greenwatch Action 

Grants Fund
Contribution to new entrance doors 
 

Chesterfield Community 
Assembly
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Thank you to Clowne Enterprise, our partners in the 
Enterprise Coaching project, for funding the production of 
this report
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Loundsley Green Community Trust 
Loundsley Green Community Centre 

Cuttholme Road 
Chesterfield 

S40 4QU 
www.lgct.org.uk 
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